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O God, Defend the Right 
By T. O. Chisholm 


LMIGHTY God, enthroned in light 
High above sun and moon and star, 
Open are all things to Thine eyes, — 
> Thou seest all things as they are; 
» People of many lands are we,— 
“Dust of the balance,” are to Thee. 


Thou art our Maker, not ourselves; 
We are the sheep of Thine own hand. 
Le! what destructions men have 

wrought! 
What cries go up from many a land! 
-Rend Thou the heav’ns, O God of 
might! 
Make bare Thine arm! Defend the 
right! 


We have done wickedly, O God; 
We. have departed far from Thee; 
In Thy great mercy, Lord, forgive; 
Cleanse us from our iniquity; 
So shall our pray’rs in faith ascend, 
And Thou, our righteous cause 
defend. 


Thy Son hath died to make men free, 
But freedom’s lamps are burning low; 
Stay Thou th’ oppressor’s cruel hand! 
Tarn back the tides that overflow! 
We cry, as children in the night: 
O God, our God, defend the right! 


Ahraid to Trust 


Complete trust in God brings the 
greatest freedom. Many Christians are 


. ‘ hindered and defeated because they are 


halting between two opinions, and some 
who know the truth, but afe not yet 


saved, are miserable because they will 
not “let go and let God.” There is a 
striking picture of such people in the 
December Reader’s Digest. W. L. White, 
author of “They Were Expendable,” 
vividly describes his experiences on an 
aircraft carrier in the South Seas. He 
talked with two officers who had been 
on the Wasp when she was sunk. As 
the flames spread over the great ship, 
the command was finally given to aban- 
don ship. Then, said Lieutenant Bodell, 
“I climbed down the cargo net and drop- 
ped off into the water. Then I saw my 
first sign of panic, because some of those 
green kids had no trust in their life 
jackets and, instead of getting clear of 
the ship, were clinging to its plates by 
their fingernails — worst thing you can 
do. One youngster was crying in the 
water; had a cramp and was afraid he’d 
never see home again. I towed him to 
a life raft.” It would be harsh and un- 
feeling for those of us who sit in our 


comfortable chairs at home to condemn 
the action of these brave lads in the 
midst of such a holocaust, for none of 
us knows how he would act in their 
place. But the seamen who clung to 
the sinking, burning ship instead of 
pushing off into the water and trusting 
their well-tested and _ efficient life 
jackets, which have saved many lives in 
this war, do present a striking picture 
of those who still look for refuge in this 
burning, sinking world and are afraid 
to cast themselves wholly upon the 
mercy of God. But He has never yet 
failed anyone who trusted Him, and the 
Scriptures are filled with invitations and 
promises to the worst sinners and the 
most sorely tried saints. Our only 
safety lies in complete faith in Christ as 
our Saviour; and the greatest joy, peace, 
and victory are found in stepping out 
by faith on the promises of God. “They 
who trust Him wholly, find Him wholly 
true.” 


The Cross in the Life of the Believer 


I. The Believer’s Identification 
By Principal L. E. Maxwell, Prairie Bible Institute, Three Hills, Alberta 


the name of George Wyatt was 

drawn by lot to go to the front. 
He had a wife and six children. A young 
man named Richard Pratt offered to go 
in his stead. He was accepted and joined 
the ranks, bearing the name and num- 
ber of George Wyatt. Before long Pratt 
was killed in action. The authorities 
later sought again to draft George Wyatt 
into service. He protested, entering the 
plea that he had died in the person of 
Pratt. He insisted that the authorities 
comgult their own:records as to the fact 
of his having died in identification with 
Pratt, his substitute. Wyatt was thereby 
exempted as beyond the claims of law 


De» the Civil War a man by 








Comfort for Dark Days 


“Trust in the Lord with all thine 
heart; and lean not unto thine own 
understanding. In all thy ways 
acknowledge him, and he shall 
direct thy paths” (Prov. 3:5, 6). 
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and further service. He had died in the 
person of his representative. There we 
have the truth of identification in a nut- 
shell. God’s way of deliverance is 
through death—through identification 
with our Substitute in His death and 
resurrection. 

After setting forth the truth of our 
justification through faith in Christ’s 
death for us (Rom. 5), the apostle takes 
us forward at once into Romans 6, in 
which he sets forth the believer’s iden- 
tification with death. In chapter 5 it is 
Christ’s death for us. In chapter 6 it 
is our death with Christ. Christ’s death 
for us in chapter 5 is foundational and 
essential, but we should move on imme- 
diately into the next chapter. It is in 
chapter 6 we learn that our justification 
is no mere formal or legal transaction 
(although it is essentially a legal mat- 
ter), but that it is also in essential union 
with Christ. When God declares the 
ungodly sinner just He makes no mere 
legal and lifeless imputation of right- 
eousness apart from a real and deep 
lifesunion of the believer with Christ. 
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God has indeed declared righteous “the 
ungodly,” but not apart from Christ, not 
outside of Christ. We are justified only 
in Christ; that is, through having come 
into vital life-union with Christ, through 
faith in His atoning death. Those whom 
God declares righteous are “created in 
Christ Jesus.” We are actually new 
creatures “in Christ.” 


After Paul’s declaration in Romans 5: 
20 that “where sin abounded, grace did 
much more abound,” the question natu- 
rally arises in Roman 6;1, “Shall we con- 
tinue in sin, that grace may abound?” 
The emphatic “God forbid” is based upon 
our identification with Christ in His 
death. Having been joined to Christ it 
follows that we have been “baptized into 
his death.” Since we have been united 
to Christ crucified (in our justification 
— Romans 5), our position must be one 
of death “in him.” Paul says, “One died 
for all, then were all dead.” The death 
of Christ for all inevitably involved the 
death of all. We therefore died in Christ 
to sin. Shall we continue in sin? Perish 
the thought! “In sin” and “in Christ”? 
What an ethical contradiction! Christ 
dying for me makes inevitable my death 
with Him. The very character of Christ’s 
work on Calvary renders inseparable 
this"double aspect of the once-for-all 
atonement. “What therefore God hath 
joined together, let not man put asun- 
der.” The cause of Christ suffers greatly 
today through what has rightly been 
termed a “dissected cross, a decapitated 
Gospel.” 

In taking upon Himself my “likeness 
of sinful flesh,” apart from which Christ 
could not have borne the penalty for my 
sin, He took me up into Himself — made 
me one with Himself. I am legally and 
ethically involved. I have been sen- 
tenced to death in Christ. It is my 
judicial position. Think a moment. Did 
I not accept death in order to be saved? 
When I realized I was death-doomed I 
trusted the death of Another. Christ’s 
death for sin is automatically my death 
to sin. God’s way of victory and deliv- 
erance is to cut us right off from the old 
Adamic tree and to graft us into Christ, 
joining us to Him in death. Apart, then, 
from any choice of my own, as a be- 
liever “I am crucified with Christ.” My 
being a Christian “makes inevitable a 
crucified life.” It is the Christian life — 
not the deeper spiritual life. As an old 
theologian. puts it, I have. been “born 
trucified” (that is, when I was born 
again). 

Has the reader labored and agonized 
to please God? - You have resolved to 
read your Bible, be more meditative and 
prayerful — all without effect. You are 
conscious of crushing failure and defeat. 
In spite of all your effort you are not 
like the Lord Jesus. The commands of 
Christ are grievous. They come with no 
glad welcome. They haunt you. You 
are conscious that your life is an utter 
contradiction of the standards erected by 


the Lord Jesus as the normal Christian 
life. ‘You may actually have wondered 
why the Saviour made such demands. 
They only tantalize and torture you. And 
no matter how deeply you are shamed, 
pained, and repentant, your struggles 
avail you nothing. 

Christ’s requirements are indeed un- 


attainables — that you must learn first of | 


all. In His demands Christ goes far 
beyond the natural. He asks for no mere 
imitations. On the one hand He well 
knows your incapacities. On the other 
hand, He demands the utterly impossible. 
And the necessary shock that has to come 
to the believer is that Christ’s standards 
are completely beyond the reach of the 
flesh. Who naturally loves his enemies? 
rejoices in persecution? hates himself? 
and goes the second mile? Yet these 
things are native to the true Christian 
life. We are at once indicted and hope- 
less. There is an- impassable gulf be- 
tween the humanly possible and the re- 
quirements of Christ. The flesh profiteth 
nothing. F. J. Huegel! rightly summar- 
izes our failure thus: “We have been 
proceeding upon a false basis. We have 
conceived of the Christian life as an imi- 
tation of Christ. It is not an imitation 
of Christ. It is a participation of Christ.” 





1In his book, “Bone of His Bone” (Zonder- 
van, Grand Rapids, Mich., $1.25). 


(Continued on page 14) 








Notes on Open Letters 


The Spirit of God 
in Both Testaments 


Will you please explain to me the dif- 
ference between the “Spirit of God,” men- 
tioned so many times in the Old Testa- 
ment, and the Holy Ghost (third person 
of the Trinity), which is only mentioned 
in the New Testament? 

If you can recommend a book or book- 
lets or any help on the subject, we all 
would appreciate it very much.—A Penn- 
sylvania reader. 


The “Spirit of God” in the Old Testa- 
ment and the “Holy Ghost” in the New 
Testament designate the same Person, 
the third Person of the Trinity. The 
American Standard Version helps. to 
clear up any confusion by using “the 
Holy Spirit” where the King James Ver- 
sion uses “the Holy Ghost,” as in Acts 
2:4. That He is a person is clearly 
shown in’ such a passage as John 16:7, 
8: “Nevertheless I -tell you the truth; 
It is expedient for you that I go away: 
for if I go not away, the Comforter will 
not come unto you; but if-I depart, I 
will send him_ unto you, And when he 
is come, he will reprove the world of 
sin, and of righteousness, and of judg- 
ment.” 

The same Person is seen in such pas- 
sages as thc following (King James 
Version): 

“And the earth was without form,-and 
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void; and darkness was upon the face 
of the deep. And the Spirit of God 
moved upon the face of the waters” 
(Gen, 1:2). 


“And I have filled him with the spirit 
of God, in wisdom, and in understand- 
ing, and in knowledge, and in all man- 
ner of workmanship” (Exod. 31:3). 

“And Balaam lifted up his eyes, and 
he saw Israel abiding in his tents ac- 
cording to their tribes; and the spirit 
of God came upon him” (Num, 24:2). 


“The Spirit of the Lord spake by me, 
and his word was in my tongue (2 Sam. 
23:2). 


“And it shall come to pass, as soon a8 
I am gone from thee, that the Spirit of 
the Lord shall carry thee whither I 
know not; and so when I come and tell 
Ahab, and he cannot find thee, he shall 
slay me: but I thy servant fear the 
Lord from my youth” (1 Kings 18:12). 

“And the Spirit of God came upon 
Zechariah the son of Jehoiada the priest, 
which stood above the people, and said 
unto them, Thus saith God, Why trans- 
gress ye the commandments of the Lord, 
that ye cannot prosper? because ye have 
forsaken the Lord, he hath also for- 
saken you” (2 Chron. 24:20). 

The Companion Bible, Appendix 9, has 
a thorough discussion of the word ruach, 
which is translated in several ways, but 
is the basic word for all the Old Tes- 
tament references to “spirit.” It occurs 
389 times in the Hebrew Old Testament, 
“The meaning of the word is to be de- 
duced only from its usage. The one 
root idea running through all the pas- 

(Continued on page 5) 








The Paper Shortage 


HE War Production Board is requir- 

ing The Sunday School Times Com- 
pany to use 18% less newsprint in 1944 
than in 1943. In order to meet this dras- 
tic cut in paper, the Times plans to pub- 
lish fewer pages in the Trmes and Curis- 
TIAN YOUTH; revise headings, and reduce 
and condense standing statements wher- 
ever possible. 


Under this plan only the text from the 
King James Version will be used in con- 
nection with the lesson helps. ; 

The Publishers can no longer guaran- 
tee to begin subscriptions earlier than 
the date on which orders are received... 

But the Trues does not at present: ifi- 
tend to omit any of the regular -lesson 
features, or the short editorial notes, the 
editorials, or the “Notes on -Open:-Let+ 
ters.” Each issue will also contain’ con- 
tributed -articles. The editorial safe is 
well stocked with good things, which, 
with new material constantly coming in, 
will enable the Tuwgs to keep up ‘the 
quality ofits articles, even though the 
quantity must be reduced during: this 
War emergency. Sie 
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Archeology and the Age 


of Solomon 


1. Solomon's Stables 


By JOSEPH P. FREE, Ph.D., Asoc. Prof. of Archeology, Wheaton College, 


rcheological Editor of The 


ITH the progress of archeological 

discovery in the Near East, much 

light has been thrown upon the 
Bible and its times. Biblical archeology 
has many functions, but the two most 
important are the confirmation and the 
illumination of the Bible. Its function 
of confirmation is shown in the fact that 
many passages of Scripture which have 
been doubted in the past have been 
shown to be true and accurate by the 
unearthing of some site or object in the 
Bible lands. In the other phase, the 
illumination of Scripture, archeology 
serves as a great commentary, and is 
just as useful to the Bible student or 
teacher as any lesson helps or Scripture 
commentary would be. 

In recent years, interesting light has 
been thrown on the era of King Solo- 
mon. Bible students have always 
known that the Age of Solomon was 
a glorious one because of the descrip- 
tions that are given in the Bible. First 
Kings tells us of the extent of his 
dominion and of the peace and pros- 
perity that came to Israel in his time, 
when “he had peace on all sides round 
about him. And Judah and Israel dwelt 
safely, every man under his vine and 
under his fig tree” (1 Kings 4:24, 25). 
Some of the details of Solomon’s reign 
arrest our attention, such as the state- 
ment that “Solomon had forty thousand 
stalls of horses for his chariots, and 
twelve thousand horsemen” (1 Kings 4: 
26). We have the further indication 
that he not only had many horses, but 
also had cities given over for the pur- 
pose of stabling the horses and housing 
the horsemen (1 Kings 9:19). 


Was Solomon’s Reign Insignificant? 


-Such indications of the great and glo- 
rious reign of Solomon were once 
thought to be late legendary additions 
to the text of Scripture. According to 
this critical idea, stories developed after 
the time of Solomon about the greatness 
of his rule, and they were not a true 
réflection of the actual situation in his 
days. Dr. William F. Albright of Johns 
Hopkins University thus states the rea- 
son for this attitude: “In the absence 
of archeological illustration it was easy 
to speak contemptuously about this age, 
and to suggest that Solomon was really 
a very insignificant ruler, even judged 
by the standards of that day” (W. F. 
Albright, “The Archeology of Palestine 
and the Bible,” 1935, p. 46). 

The archeological discoveries have fur- 
nished an answer to the view that Solo- 
mon’s reign was insignificant by bringing 
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to light evidence of some of the un- 
usual things ascribed to his period. Thus 
we find confirmation of the Biblical in- 
dication that Megiddo was one of the 
places taken over by Solomon for the 
stabling of his horses and the housing of 
his horsemen (comp. 1 Kings 9:15 with 
9:19, which shows that Megiddo was a 
place of Solomon’s building activity in 
connection with establishing stables and 
chariot cities). 


In 1925 the University of Chicago un- 
dertook the excavation of Megiddo. 
Some archeological work had been done 
previously on the mound of Megiddo 
by the German Palestine Society in the 
years 1903-1905. Many things of inter- 
est were found, but some items of great 
significance still remained to be un- 
earthed by the later excavations of the 
University of Chicago. 

Megiddo is located about twenty miles 
inland from the modern seaport town 
of Haifa (which is at the base of Mt. 
Carmel), and is on the edge of the great 








Is This the Fourth Watch of 
the Night? 
By W. M. Czamanske 


E BADE them sail across the sea, 
That He might be alone 
And pray for them who offered Him 
An earthly crown and throne. 


He saw them toil against the wind, 
He heard their plaintive plea, 

And, in the fourth watch of the night, 
He walked upon the sea. 


Their eyes beheld a Form approach, 
And they were sore dismayed, 

Until He spake and said to them, 
“Tis I; be not afraid !” 


How gladly they received Him then, 
As in their ship He trod; | 

And worshiped Him who truly is 
The very Son of God. 


We, too, are on the stormy sea, 
Where waves and billows roar; 

We toil against the mighty winds 
And still are far from shore. 


When will He hasten to our aid 
And leave His heavenly throne? 

Is this the fourth watch of the night 
When He will save His own? 


Come quickly, Lord, as Thou hast said; 
Come, bid the tumult cease, 

And take us Home to dwell with Thee, 
To share Thy perfect peace, 
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plain of Armageddon. This plain takés 
its name from Megiddo, for the name . 
Armageddon means in Hebrew, “the 
Mount of Megiddo.” The city of Me- 
giddo stood at the entrance of a pass 
which led south from the plain through 
the Carmel ridge of hills. The arche- 
ological records tell us how that Thut- 
mose III of Egypt came through this 
same pass and fought a great battle 
outside the walls of Megiddo some 500 
years before the time of Solomon. 
Because of the literary references to 
Megiddo in the Bible and in the arche- 
ological records, Dr. James H. Breasted 
of the Oriental Institute of the Univer- 
sity of Chicago felt it would be profitable 
to make a thoroughgoing excavation 
here. Mr. John D. Rockefeller, Jr., con- 
tributed funds for the support of a five- 
year campaign of excavation at this an- 
cient city, and work was begun under 
the direction of Dr. Clarence S. Fisher 
and later continued by Mr. P. L. O. Guy, 
the acting director of the Department of 
Antiquities in the Palestine Government 
(James H. Breasted, “The Oriental In- 
stitute,” 1933, p. 238). ' 


Accommodations for 300 Horses 


The mound was cleared layer by 
layer, each level representing another 
period in the history of the city of Me- 
giddo. When .they reached the fourth 
stratum, Mr. Guy found in the southeast 
corner of the mound the remains of 
well-built stone stables, which date 
back to about 1000 B.C., which is the 
period of King Solomon. Mr. Guy iden- 
tified the city and the stables as those 
of Solomon. He said, “I am as sure as 
can be that this city is Solomonic” GW. 
Garrow Duncan, “Digging Up Biblical 
History,” 1931, Vol. I, p. 249). ' 


These stables have stalls which are 
arranged in double rows with places for 
twelve horses in a row. Large pillars 
of stone served as tie-posts to which 
the horses were tied, and one may’ still 
see the holes in these posts where the 
halter ropes were attached. Between 
the pillars there were stone feeding 
troughs, and the floor of the area was 
paved with a lime plaster which is-as 
hard as cement. The stables are ésti- 
mated to have held over 300 horses, to- 
gether with space for chariots and 
grooms, 

This discovery at Megiddo illuminates 
the statements of 1. Kings concerning 
Solomon’s stables. Dr. Albright well 
points out their significance when ‘he 
says, “The splendor of the great king's 
reign, and the care with which he pro- 
vided for the horses which he imported 
into Israel for the first time are both 
vividly illustrated by the discoveries at 
Megiddo” (Albright, op. cit., p. 47). 

We see how the Biblical indications of 
Solomon’s reign are illuminated and con- 
firmed by such discoveries as the stables 
at Megiddo. No longer can his reign -be 
set. aside as insignificant, for we have 
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archeological evidence of the great activ- 
ity of this king of Israel, whose fame 
spread far beyond his own land, even 
into the territory of the Queen of Sheba, 


who came to see the glory of his reign, 
and then confessed, “Behold; ‘the half 
was not told me” (1 Kings 10:7). 


(To be continued) 


Columbia Bible College Celebrates ‘ 


A retrospect on the Twentieth Anniversary 
By President ROBERT C. McQUILKIN, D.D. 


WENTY years ago, when Columbia 
Bible College (then Columbia Bible 
School) started in Columbia, S. C., 
it emphasized several new tendencies 
in the Bible institute movement. The 
beginning of that movement is usually 
reckoned at 1886, when D. L, Moody or- 
ganized what is now the Moody Bible 
Institute. Moody saw .the need of train- 
ing lay workers, and in his day high 
school education was a comparatively 
rare thing in America. Today high 
school training is becoming practically 
universal. The educational standards of 
the Bible institutes have been raised. 
Columbia Bible College was begun with 
the plan of putting the training on a 
college level. Later the institution was 
accredited by the State Board of Edu- 
cation in South Carolina, and authority 
was given to grant degrees. The Bible 
College also, along with one other insti- 
tution, Toccoa Falls Institute, Ga., of 
which Dr. R. A. Forrest is president, 
pioneered in bringing the movement into 
the Southern States. 

However, it was not the new features 
that gave Columbia Bible College its 
distinctive aim, but rather those out- 
standing emphases that have ever been 
the glory of the Bible institute move- 
ment in America: the English Bible as 
the main subject for study; the great 
Christian doctrines, not excluding the 
personal return of Christ; soul-winning 
through personal work; a missionary pas- 
sion; the Spirit-controlled life, prayer, 
and faith as the great method. 

There were several roads that led to 
the establishing of Columbia Bible Col- 
lege. One of them was the Victorious 
Life movement inaugurated through the 
testimony of Charles -G. Trumbul!. This 
message was brought to Columbia, S. C., 
by L. L. Legters, the intrepid missionary 
to the Indians, who was before his death 
field secretary of the Pioneer Mission 
Agency. This led to conferences in Co- 
lumbia conducted by Dr. A. J. Ramsey 
and the writer, a former associate edi- 
tot of the Truss. 

In the group that sponsored these con- 
ferences were two young women who 
attended Moody Bible Institute for a 
short period, and who had a vision of 
bringing to their own city the blessings 


An illustrated Twentieth Anniversary bulle- 
tin has been issued, including facts and pic- 
tures of the work and of the students, staff, 
and faculty. This will be mailed in answer 
to a post card request to Columbia Bible 
College, Columbia 33, S. C. 


of such a Bible Institute to thuse who 
could not go to Chicago. When I was 
hindered from going to the foreign mis- 
sion field, this group asked me to come 
to Columbia and lead in the work of 
such a Bible school, 

On October 1, 1923, the work was 
opened with four regular and four spe- 
cial students. Enrollment in this Twen- 
tieth Anniversary year for the first 
semester is 216, an increase of 26 over 
the enrollment for last year. The active 
alumni membership (graduates of the 
Bible College) numbers 389, and the as- 
sociate members, who took courses but 
did not graduate, 204. Of these alumni, 
127 have gone to more than thirty dif- 
ferent foreign mission fields throughout 
the world, in the past fifteen years. In 
1942, since Pearl Harbor, 31 have gone, 
and thus far in 1943, 15 have sailed. Many 
others are in pastorates, in Bible teach- 
ing in public schools, in home mission 
work, and in other forms of Christian 
service at home. 

“To know Him and to make Him 
known” was adopted as the motto of the 
Bible College, expressing its purpose, 
Its chief aim is to train young men and 
women for Christian service. The leaders 
have had the conviction that there was 
grave danger in the tendency to turn 
higher education over to the Modernists, 
who deny the Word of God. They have 
worked on the view that high academic 
standards may be perfectly consistent 
with high spiritual standards. Columbia 
Bible School began with g two-year 
course for the training of Cnristian 
workers, but met the problem that all 
Bible institutes were meeting, namely, 
that young high school graduates were 
eager to get Bible training and yet would 
be quite immature in their Christian ex- 
perience after a two-year course. A 
four-year course was, therefore, plan- 
ned, with equal emphasis on direct Bible 
study. It was evident that young peo- 
ple who spend four years in a train- 
ing like this should have recognition for 
it, parallel with other college courses. 
This led to earnest prayer for the author- 
ity to give degrees; first of all, the ap- 
proval of the State Board of Education 
must be secured. It was found that 
there were nine members on the State 
Board of Education, and all of them were 
orthodox Christians and were sympa- 
thetic with the aims of Columbia Bible 
College. The'educational committees of 
the Senate and House were also friendly, 
and authority was given first to grant 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES for January 1, 1944 


the degree of B.A. in Biblical Education 
and later to grant other degrees. This 
designated degree was parallel with the 
degrees of B.A. in Education, and B.A. 
in Journalism, granted by the University 
of South Carolina. 

From the beginning, the financial pol- 
icy was adopted that no personal solici- 
tation for funds would ever be made 
and no collections would be taken for 
the work of the Bible College. One rea- 
son for this policy was the desire not 
to appear to interfere with any denom- 
inational work in a section where an 
interdenominational Bible College was a 
new thing. 

Five years ago the Bible College faced 
the need for a men’s dormitory. The 
main building, with about one hundred 
rooms used for men and women, for 
guests, for classrooms, and administra- 
tion offices, was overcrowded, and for 
two years properties were rented to care 
for the young men. Then an option was 
taken on the old Columbia Seminary 
property, one short block from the main 
building of the Bible College. This 
property had four buildings, ideally 
suited for the men’s dormitory. Some 
even believed there was an advantage 
in not having a modern heating system, 
but having open fireplaces which the 
students must care for! The purchase 
price of this property was $75,000, and 
the plan was to pay for the property 
over a period of five years. 

October 1, 1943, the day of the Twen- 
tieth Anniversary, also marked the day 
on which the final payment was to be 
made on this property. The verse on 
which the Bible College was started was 
John 15:7: “If ye abide in me, and my 
words abide in you, ye shall ask what 
ye will, and it shall be done unto you.” 

On September 1, 1938, a payment of 
$4,000 was to be made, following the 
initial payment of $1,000. Within three 
days of that date there was lacking $644, 
with no idea as to where the balance 
was to come from. It was not a ques- 
tion of having $4,000 cash to pay. The 
money could have been advanced to do 
that. It was a test as to whether it was 
the Lord’s plan to go forward with the 
option, and expect $75,000 within five 
years. On September 1 there was in 
hand $4,003.10. The next payment of 
$5,000 was also supplied almost to the 
dollar, on June 1. Then came the great 
test of faith in the payment of $20,000 
by October 2, 1939. One week before 
the date for payment, on the morning 
of Monday, September 25, there was in 
hand only $4,900 in cash and promises, 
although there was the possibility of a 
$5,000 gift. We took courage from the 
1939 year verse: “Only believe ... 


all things are possible to him that be- 
lieveth.” On October 2, notification was 
given that the purchase would be made. 
When the deed was delivered on Octo- 
ber 5, there were total gifts in hand of 
$20,197.09, with promises of gifts to be 
paid in October amounting to $556. 





——_—— — 


ee 











Ao a 


ee 








THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES for January 1, 1944 


Three more miracles of answered 
prayer prepared for the next three pay- 
ments of $10,000. In 1940, when the pay- 
ment was made on the afternoon of .Oc- 
tober 1, there was just one cent over the 
$10,000 needed. In 1941, the exact 
amount to cover the $10,000 payment 
was not given, but on October 1, $13,000 
was paid. This was a real preparation 
for 1942 payment, because cash gifts 
sent in: by the evening of October 1, 
including that extra $3,000, amounted to 
$10,013. 

On September 14, 1943, sixteen days 
before the date for the final payment of 
$15,000, the amount needed was $11,433. 
On October 1, there was in hand, apart 
from the bonds and pledges, $15,074 in 
cash, representing 721 gifts. At this 
date, in addition to the $75,000, there is 
in hand, bonds and pledges and cash, 
a total of $2,277. For this men’s dormi- 
tory project there has been a total of 
3,400 separate gifts, making an average 
of about $22, although the gifts have 
varied from ten cents to one large gift 
of $5,000. 

Such answers to prayer for material 
equipment, necessary as that is, are in- 
tended chiefly to give us confidence in 
the living God and to stimulate 
prayer for revival blessing that will re- 
sult in souls being saved at home, and 
result in carrying the message to the 
uttermost part of the earth. The Bible 
institute movement has been one of the 
chief agencies in the remarkable devel- 
opment of personal soul-winning, which 
was a comparatively new thing in Amer- 
ica in the days when Dr. H. Clay Trum- 
bull gave his famous messages on indi- 
vidual work for individuals at the 
Northfield Conference. There are now 
more than one hundred Bible institutes 
and Bible colleges in the Evangelical 
Teacher Training Association, and other 
institutes not in that Association. All 
of these institutes stand on the Bible 
as the infallible Word of God, and are 
zealous for souls. Last year through the 
Christian service of Columbia Bible Col- 
lege more than a quarter of a million 
tracts were distributed, thousands of 
meetings were held, thousands of hos- 
pital patients visited, thousands of 
homes visited, and more than a thou- 
sand conversions reported. This is 
typical of what all of the Bible institutes 
are doing. In one year, when Bible Col- 
lege men had a special campaign to dis- 
tribute ten thousand “Gospel bombs” 
among the soldiers in Fort Jackson, 
there were five hundred cards returned 
and signed, nearly all of them by sol- 
diers; indicating that they wanted to take 
Christ as their Saviour. 

The group that organized Columbia 
Bible College had their Christian lives 
transformed by the message of victory 
in Christ given by Dr. Trumbull and 
others at the Victorious Life conferences. 
They desired that this message, together 
with the vision of the mission field, 
should be given at a summer conference 


in the South.. In the beaytiful moun- 
tains of western North Carolina some 
of the most famous Bible conferences 
have been held for years, sponsored by 
several different evangelical denomina- 
tions. There did seem to be a place for 
an interdenominational conference, al- 
though these were not known in the 
South. Conferences were begun in 1923, 
using the campgrounds of Eliada Or- 
phanage. In the summer of 1928, a group 
from this conference gathered on a 
mountain in western North Carolina 


-which many considered the most beau- 


tiful location for majestic views in. all 
that section. They sang: 

“Faith, mighty faith, the promise sees, 

And looks to God alone; 
Laughs at impossibilities, 
And cries, it shall be done.” 

Dr. Tom Lambie of Ethiopia was in the 
group. He brought that chorus from the 
English Keswick, and gave this verse 
to the lit‘le group: “Behold, I have be- 
gun to give ... begin to possess.” At 
that time there was no building on those 
sixty-two acres, and no water supply 
and no sewer system, and no human 
prospect of having any of these things. 
The story of Ben Lippen (“Mountain of 
Trust”) has been a story of miracles of 
answered prayer. Today there are 
buildings that can accommodate three 
hundred guests, a beautiful auditorium, 
a water system connected’ with the city, 
a sewer disposal system, and buildings 
for Lippen Lodge (for college and semi- 
nary men). Last summer marked the 
largest attendances that the Ben Lippen 
conferences have had. 

One of the chapters of the romance 
of answered prayer for Ben Lippen is 
the story of the Ben Lippen Boys School, 
opened in 1940 with seventeen students. 
Jonathan G. Williams, the principal, was 
a missionary in service in Belgium for 
about fourteen years under the Belgian 
Gospel Mission, and is a graduate of the 
University of California and of the Grad- 
uate School of Columbia Bible College. 
This year, despite all the war difficulties 
in connection’ with faculty and also with 
young people, there is the largest opening 
enrollment of twenty-nine students. At 
the first commencement in 1943 nine 
students were graduated. 

In 1936 there was inaugurated at Co- 
lumbia Bible College the Graduate 
School, offering to college graduates a 
two-year course leading to M.A. in Bib- 
lical Education, and a three-year course 
leading to Th.M., or Master of Theology. 
Thus far, there has been a total enroll- 
ment of 149 in these courses. 

At the dedication of the men’s dormi- 
tery property on Sunday, October 3, a 
poem was read which sums up the story 
of .God’s dealing with Columbia Bible 
College, and with similar institutions. 
The lines given in the next column were 
written by Mrs. Ada Brown Stevenson, 
who, previous to her marriage, was for 
several years the nurse of the men’s 
dormitory. 
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“Wat Hata Gop Wrovucnr” 
Two decades of His wonder-working 
power — , 
The fullness of His grace to meet each 
hour — 
His perfect plan unfolding like a flower. 
This hath God wrought. 
When clouds obscured the smiling of His 
face, 
And but one step ahead, our faith could 
trace, 
“He brought us out into a wealthy place.” 
This hath God wrought. 


He gave us helpers, rich in faith and 
prayer, 

And counsellors, endued with wisdom rare, 

With willing hands and hearts to work to 
share. 

This hath God wrought. 

He filled our halls with youth, their hearts 
aglow 

God's Word to learn, His perfect will to 
know, 

Content if He should bid them stay — or 


go. 
This hath God wrought. 
Of glad young lives, who counted not the 
cost, 
The two or three became a mighty host 
“To make Him known” — unto the utter- 
most. ° 
This hath God wrought. 
He answered prayer to meet each growing 
need, 
Gave wider fields to sow the precious seed, 
And countless souls from sin’s dominion 
freed. 
This hath God wrought. 


For tender mercies crowning all our days, 
Our hearts we lift, our Ebenezer raise, 
And sing aloud to His eternal praise. 

This hath God wrought. 


The Spirit of God in Both 
Testaments 

» (Continued from second page) 
sages is invisible force ... As coming 
from God, it is the invisible origin. of 
life.” The Companion Bible lists nine 
different translations of the word ruach, 
including the meaning, “The Holy 
Spirit,” the third Person of the Trinity. 

As Dr. Scofield points out in his sum- 
maries at Malachi 2:15 and Acts 2:4, the 
Spirit in the Old Testament “acts in 
free sovereignty, coming upon men and 
even upon a dumb beast.as He. will,” 
while in the New. Testament every be- 
liever in Christ is born of the Spirit 
and indwelt by the Spirit. 

Valuable books on the Holy Spirit are 
the following: “Major Bible Themes” 
($1.25) and “He That Is Spiritual” ($1), 
by Lewis Sperry Chafer (Moody Press, 
153 Institute Place, Chicago 10); “What 
Can the Holy Spirit Do for Us?” by 
John McNicol. (Moody Press, 2 cents); 
“The. Threefold Secret .of the Holy 
Spirit,” by James H. McConkey (Silver 
Publishing Society, -Bessemer Bldg., 
Pittsburgh, Pa., free on request); and 
“The Doctrine of the Holy Spirit,” by 
John F. Walvoord (Seminary Book 
Room, 3909 Swiss Ave., Dallas, Tex., 
$2.50). 
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JANUARY 16. JESUS ANSWERS HIS CRITICS 


Lesson 3. International Uniform Lesson.—Mark 2:15 to 3:35, printed text, Mark 2:23 to 3:6 


Golden Text — Blessed are ye, when men shall revile you, and persecute you, 
and shall say all manner of evil against you falsely, for my sake.—Matt. 5:11 


Kine James Versiow 

came to pass, that he went through the corn 
day; and his disciples began, as they went, 
corn. 

isees said unto him, Behold, why do they on the 
t which is not lawful? 

id unto them, Have ye never read what David did, 
d need, and was a hungered, he, and they that were 
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went into the house of God in the days of Abiathar 
est, and did eat the shewbread, which is not lawful to 
e priests, and gave also to them which were with 
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And he said unto them, The sabbath was made for man, 
and not man for the sabbath: 


28 Therefore the Son of man is Lord also of the sabbath. 
Chap. 3:1 And he entered again into the synagogue; and there 


was a man there which had a withered hand. 

2 And they watched him, whether he would heal him on the 
sabbath day; that they might accuse him. 

3 And he saith unto the.man which had the withered hand, 
Stand forth. 

4 And he saith unto them, Is it lawful to do good on the 
sabbath days, or to do evil? to save life, or to kill? But they held 
their peace. ot 

5 And when he had looked round about on them with anger, 
being grieved for the hardness of their hearts, he saith unto the 
man, Stretch forth thine hand. And he stretched it out: and his 
hand was restored whole as the other. 

6 And the Pharisees went forth, and straightway took counsel 
with the Herodians against him, how they might destroy him. 


The International Uniform Sunday School Lesson Outlines are copy- 
righted by the International Council of Religious Education 
and used by permission. 


The Lesson as a Whole 


By H. A. Ironside, Litt.D. 
Pastor of the Moody Memorial Church, Chicago 


Approach to the Lesson 


T IS a sad and yet illuminating com- 
mentary on the evil of men’s hearts 
and the perversion of their minds 

bécause of sin, that our blessed Lord 
was so often found in controversy with 
the leaders of the Jewish people over 
questions of minor importance, but 
which unspiritual and legalistic men 
magnified in their thinking so as to make 
them of supreme and momentous value. 
So hedged about were they with human 
traditions and unauthorized religious 
observances, that it was next to impos- 
sible for the Lord Jesus Christ to ex- 
ercise His gracious ministry for the glory 
of Hig Father and the alleviation of hu- 
mah misery without contravening some 
of these man-made rules and regulations, 
which the priesthood in Israel had ex- 
alted. to the place of sacramental ob- 
servances. To them it meant far more 
to attend punctiliously to these tradi- 
tional commands than to manifest the 
love of God toward those in physical 
or even spiritual need and distress. They 
had never learned the value of a man, in 
God’s sight, nor how displeasing it is to 
Him when those who profess to honor 
His name are indifferent to the sins and 
sorrows of their fellows, 

Jesus never argued with these mis- 
guided leaders. He declared the mind of 
God unequivocally, and condemned un- 
sparingly the hypocrisy of those who 
were more concerned about His sup- 
posed desecration of the Sabbath than 
they were about the sins of their own 
lives. He met all their objections with 
authoritative declarations. as became One 
who was the divine Servant engaged in 
doing the will of God and in making 


known the love of His heart for a lost 
world. He ever spoke in the full con- 
sciousness of His relationship with the 
Father and as the anointed Servant of 
Jehovah. His accusers, though silenced, 
gave no real evidence of repentancé, 
but pursued their own way till the end 
—and that end for Him meant the judg- 
ment hall and the cross. 


The Historical Setting 


Mark seems to follow a moral rather 
than a chronological order in grouping 
these incidents together, all of which 
apparently occurred in or near Caper- 
naum, most of them in the autumn of 
A.D. 28. 


Verse by Verse 


Mark 2:23—“He went through the 
corn fields on the sabbath day; and his 
disciples began . . . to pluck the ears 
of corn.” The Sabbath was designed by 
God for the blessing of His people. It 
was never intended to make life harder 
for them, but rather to give them re- 
newed strength for the duties of the 
coming week. Innocent recreation, such 
as walking through the fields in God’s 
great outdoors, was not prohibited by 
the law, though the rabbinical regula- 
tions prohibited anything but a brief 
“sabbath day’s journey” (Acts 1:12). 
The law of Moses gave permission to 
pluck and eat the ripened corn as one 
walked, but forbade carrying any away 
(Deut. 23:25). Therefore Jesus and His 
disciples were acting in full accord with 
God’s revealed will, though contrary to 
the traditions of the elders (Matt. 15:2). 

Verse 24.—“That which is not lawful.” 
They were making the body of rabbin- 
ical law the criterion—not the law of 
God as given in His holy Word. 

Verse 25.—“Have ye never read what 
David did?” Jesus turned His accusers 
at once to the Scriptures, which even 


they had to recognize as absolutely 
authdritative. He drew their attention to 
an apparent breach of the command- 
ment concerning the shewbread, which 
was definitely recognized as for the 
priestly house (Lev, 24:9). 

Verse 26.—“Did eat the shewbread . .. 
and gave also to them which were with 
him.” When God’s anointed king was 
rejected .and he and his followers were 
in distress for lack of food, the shew- 
bread was used rightfully in meeting 
their need. God was far more concerned 
about ministry to His suffering ones than 
He was about the observance of the 
letter of the law in this instance.. So-in 
the case then in question. The satisfac- 
tion of the hunger of the disciples was 
of more importance than quibbling about 
the law of the Sabbath. 

Verse 27.—“The sabbath was made for 
man, and not man for the sabbath.” In 
directing Israel to set aside every sev- 
enth day for rest, God was concerned 
about their own welfare. The human 
body needs these periods of surcease 
from labor in order to be at their best 
for physical and mental toil. Then the 
spiritual privileges of such a day of 
quiet meditation cannot be overesti- 
mated. The Lord’s Day, which has now 
superseded the Sabbath of the Law, 
gives to the Christian the same oppor- 
tunities for rest and uplift that was Is- 
rael’s of old. How we should cherish 
such a privilege and how jealously we 
should guard it! 

Verse 28.—“The Son of man is Lord 
also of the sabbath.” In making this 
declaration, our Lord was asserting His 
deity—for only God could so speak 
without pretending to an authority that 
no mere man ever possessed. The Old 
Testament speaks of “the sabbath of the 
Lord thy God” (Exod. 20:10). Because 
He is God as well as man, Jesus could 
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claim, therefore, to be Lord of the Sab- 
bath, 


Chap. 3:1—“‘*A man... which had a 
withered hand.” His physical condition 
was typical of that of many in Israel 
— unable to work in accordance with the 
will of God, as set forth in His Word. 
But. this very condition was a challenge 
to the Lord for the manifestation of di- 
vine power in grace. 

Verse 2.—“They watched him .. . that 
they might accuse him.” “It was the Sab- 
bath Day and once more they were far 
more jealous of its legal observance than 
concerned about the need of the poor 
victim of disease. Knowing the kindli- 
ness that dwelt in the heart of Jesus 
Christ, they saw in this combination of 
circumstances another possible oppor- 
tunity to accuse Him of violation of the 
law of the Sabbath. 


Verse 3.—“He saith unto the man . 
Stand forth.” He would not do any- 
thing in a hidden or underhanded way. 
He would give an open manifestation 
of the grace of God to a needy soul. 


Verse 4—“Is it lawful to do good on 
the sabbath days, or te do evil?” The 
question was designed to bring to light 
the real attitude of their hearts, and, 
recognizing it as such, they did not ven- 
ture to give an opinion lest they ¢on- 
demn themselves, 

Verse 5.—“He . . . looked round about 
on them with anger.” Their hypocrisy 
stirred the indignation of the Lord. He 
was rightfully angry with them as He 
recognized the deceitfulness that was be- 
hind their professed piety. “God is an- 
gry with the wicked every day” (Psa. 
7:11). Jesus was God manifested in the 
flesh. His anger was the anger of God, 
who hates sin with a perfect hatred even 
though He loves the sinner and ‘is ever 
ready to forgive those who come to Him 
in repentance and faith. The Lord Jesus 
Christ did not pander to the legality of 
these Pharisees, but turning to the man 
who stood before them, commanded him 
to stretch forth his hand. Immediately, 
new life flowed into the formerly help- 
less member and “the hand was restored 
whole as the other.” 


Verse 6—“The Pharisees ... took 
counsel with the Herodians against him.” 
These two groups were bitterly opposed 
to one another, but they could agree to- 
gether in the effort to destroy our Lord, 
for He exposed the wickedness of their 
hearts and thus stirred them to hatred 
against Him. 


The Heart of the Lesson 


In every dispensation many have been 
found who, misunderstanding God’s rea- 
sons for giving to His people visible 
ordinances designed to picture different 
aspects of His redemptive grace and His 
purpose for His saints, have exalted these 
outward signs to such asplace as to make 
salvation depend upon their observance, 
thus nullifying the truth of justification 
by faith alone, This is always true of 


Lesson Calendar 


Last Week's Lesson 
2. January 9.—Jesus Busy with His 
Ministry of Love Mark 1:23 to 2:14 
Next Week’s Lesson 
4. January 23.—Jesus Teaches in Par- 
SED Siac ivase dias teleoutees Mark 4:1-34 








ritualists, to whom sacramental observ- 
ances mean more than the truths they 
illustrate. But the most punctilious at- 
tention to rites and ceremonies and the 
keeping of holy days can never pro- 
duce the new birth or clear the soul from 
the guilt of sin. When our Lord was 
on earth, His chief conflicts were with 
those who hoped by dead works to pur- 
chase that which God offered to give 
freely to all who came to Him in faith, 


A Lesson Outline 
Jesus AND His Critics 


1. The Pharisees object to His association 
with sinners (Mark 2:15, 16) 
Jesus explains His mission (v. 17) 


2. A question as to fasting (v. 18) 
Jesus answers in grace (vs. 19, 20) 


3. Law and grace contrasted (vs, 21, 22) 


4. Legalists find fault in regard to the 
Sabbath (vs. 23, 24) 


5. Jesus shows that God gave it for man’s 
blessing (vs. 25-28) 


6. A second effort to accuse Jesus of 
Sabbath-breaking (Chap. 3: 1-2) 
Jesus demonstrates God’s grace (vs. 
3-5) 
7. The legalists’ incurable opposition to 
Christ (v. 6) 


Special Lesson Topics and Truths 


The Sabbath and the Lord’s Day. It 
is a mistake to confound the Jewish Sab- 
bath, the rest day of the old dispensation, 
with the first day of the week, the Lord’s 
Day, which ever since the resurrection 
of our Saviour on that day—the mor- 
row after the Sabbath (Lev. 23:11) —has 
been recognized by Christians as the 
day of rest for the new dispensation. It 
was not because of any specific com- 
mandment that the apostles and early 
believers held this day as_ specially 
sacred, but because of their love for Him, 
who has abolished death and brought life 
and immortality to light by the Gospel 
(2 Tim. 1:10). We are no longer to be 
judged of any man as to the Sabbaths 
of the Law (Col. 2:16), but we should 
value the privileges of the Lord’s Day 
because of the blessings thus brought to 
both soul and body, and out of regard 
for the memory of our Lord’s triumph 
over the grave. 


Applications and Summaries 

Legalists never understand the grace 
of God to sinners. With them, all His 
favor is looked upon as something they 
have to earn by meritorious works of 
their own. 


The new wine of the Gospel cannot be 
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put into the old bottles of the Law. It 
is of an altogether different character and 
will destroy legality wherever found. 


The Sabbath provided a day of rest at 
the end of a week of labor. The Lord’s 
Day gives rest first, to be followed by 
consecrated endeavor during the other 
days of the week. 


How often those who were op- 
posed to each other united in their op- 
position to the Lord Jesus and the Gos- 
pel He proclaimed! 


To abide in a sense of the grace of 
God is to realize that we are bankrupt 
sinners in ourselves and that all we re- 
ceive from God is because of His un- 
failing love and mercy to the- utterly 
undeserving. 

CHICAGO. 

we 


Questions for Teacher and Class 
HY did not the Pharisees answer 
Christ’s questions to them? 


2. What is involved in our Lord’s 
claim that He is Lord of the Sabbath? 


3. Why were the Pharisees so determined 
to find something wrong with Jesus Christ? 


4. What is the only true standard by which 
we may now judge the righteousness of an 
act or occupation for Sunday? 


5. Will all Christians be criticized? 
6. What lesson may we learn from our 
Lord’s way of dealing with His critics? 


7. What is it that commends us to God 
and puts us in line to receive salvation? 


8. What is the real difference between the 
legalist and the disciple of Christ? 


(Answers on page 11) 
ue 


The Busy Men's Corner 
By William H. Ridgway 


Those Who Ride High!—The Son of 
man is Lord also of the sabbath (Mark 
2:28). The Lord of a people is the ruler 
of the people. The lawbreaker of the 
country is not apt to be in a very favor- 
able relation with the ruler. When a 
great number of the population flout the 
laws the country becomes weak and on 
the decline. France, with the open Sun- 
day, and collapse before Germany. 

In one of my books I tell about talke 
ing to the sailor boys at the Navy Yard. 
I called attention to the fact that the’ 
captain of the ship was its absolute ruler, : 
and the boys would not likely have a 
happy time on the vessel if they did not 
obey the captain. 

When Sunday came and the flag of’ 
the cross is run up above the Stars and 
Stripes—the only flag that has that 
privilege —and the crew called to wor- 
ship, suppose there were a man on board 
such a fool as to defy the captain’s or- 
der — what would happen? 

This world we live in is a big “round 
ship” sailing around the sun. The Son 
of man is Captain, Ruler, Lord of ali 
that goes on aboard this world ship, in- 
cluding the six days and the Sabbath. 
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The Lord of the Sabbath says, Neglect 
not the assembling of yourselves together 
on the first day of the week. He also 
says, Keep it holy. 

Then here is the wonderful promise. 
“If thou turn away ,.. from doing thy 
pleasure on my holy day; and call the 
sabbath a delight, . . . I will cause thee 
to ride upon the high places of the earth” 
(Isa. 58:13, 14). 

Do you know of a Sabbath-breaking 
family where the children ever amounted 
to much—ever got up on the “high 
place”? All the big men “riding high” 
that I know have come from godly fam- 
ilies which respected the Lord’s Day. 


John Paterson of Glen Moore.—Thcy 
watched him, ... that they might ac- 
cuse him (chap. 3:2). John Paterson 
was a Philadelphia contractor. He was 
a friend of the late Mr. John Wanamaker. 
He had a fine big farm over the Glen 
Moore way. Here he raised high-grade 
cattle. Jersey cows that were prize win- 
ners and selling for $4,000 and $5,000 a 
head. 

John was a great philanthropist, and 
gave away thousands of dollars for all 
good things. He was a great Psalm 
singer and whistler. One day as he was 
in a trench putting in some drain pipe, 
and pretty well smeared with mud, he 
was whistling and singing as he worked. 
Some Coatesville sports went over to 





Glen Moore to see John about something, 
and found this little dirt-begrimed 
“hired man,” as they thought, working 
in his trench. “Is Mr, Paterson about?” 
they asked. 

“Sure, and if ye haven't already seen 
him ye are not likely to see him this 
day,” replied John, the “hired hand.” 

John went on whistling and singing. 
“Say, Mike, what will you charge to 
sing us a song?” 

“Just a quarter,” said John, in his 
richest Irish brogue. 

They threw him the coin, and John 
sang “Killarney.” The Coatesville men 
went away never knowing they had seen 
the great John Paterson. . 

I said to John, “Why didn’t you let 
them know you were John Paterson?” 

“William, they were not courteous, 
and they were not my kind.” 

As the Coatesville men watched the 
“little Irishman,” he was laughing at 
them. He was the big man of all that 
countryside, who gave away millions, 
and was the intimate friend of Presi- 
dents. Yes, I think that after a fashion 
the Lord must have felt toward His 
“watchers” the same as John Paterson 
to the smart Coatesville group who could 
not be polite and were “not my kind.” 


My Old Chum “Bart.”—Stretch forth 
thine hand .. . his hand was restored 
whole as the other (v. 5). Our Lord al- 
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ways taught the importance of. doing 
good. Remember in Matthew 25:36, “I 
was sick, and ye visited me.” “When?” 
“Inasmuch as ye have done it unto one 
of the least of these my brethren, ye have 
done it unto me.” 

Our Lord would teach that it is Heaven’s 
desire that God’s children should do 
good all the days of the week, includ- 
ing the Sabbath. 

The Lord Jesus, as a master Teacher, 
would clinch His preachment by an ob- 
ject lesson, and here was a fine one with 
the man with the withered hand. Prob- 
ably everyone knew him. 

I have an idea that the whole arm 
was withered, and the word translated 
“hand” could mean the whole arm. 
When a farmer hires a “harvest hand” 
he hires a whole man. 

My chum at Old Siwash was Barton 
Hoopes, now deceased. Bart had‘ a 
withered arm. It was his right arm, 
and it was wonderful how he handled 
it. He had to write and do most things 
left-handed. But he always shook hands 
with his withered little bag of bones 
that made up the withered hand. 

Bart carried that withered arm’ with 
a certain joy and satisfaction, that was 
almost pride. Bart was born a perfect 
baby. While nursing in the old-fash- 
ioned way the doctor gave his mother 
an overdose of belladonna —I think that 
was the drug. Bart saved his mother’s 
life at the cost of his right arm —and, 
oh, how the thought of that fact seemed 
to turn his infirmity into a blessing. 
Indeed, that arm of skin and bones that 
hung more or less useless from his 
shoulder was like the golden medal they 
hang upon a lifesaver. The drug might 
have meant death for Mother Hoopes, 
but it meant only a useless arm for the 
baby boy. 

This story of Bart illustrates something 
else besides the day’s lesson, in which 
our Lord rebukes his hidebound ene- 
mies by making an arm (hand), like 
Bart’s, well on the Sabbath, 


COATESVILLE, PA, 


The Illustration Round Table 


Leaflets giving a list of the lessons for the 
peer and explaining the conditions under which 
lustrations are accepted may be had from 
the Times for 10 cents. $1 is paid for each 
illustration accepted, and $2 for the best one. 
Illustrations must reach the Times three months 
in advance of the lesson, and should not be 
clip from earlier “Illustration Round 
Tables.” Preference is given to illustrations 
on the printed lesson text. Because of the 
resent paper shortage, readers are asked to 
imit the total submitted: on each lesson to 
four illustrations. 


One Knew from Experience.—Blessed 
are ye, when men shall revile you, and 
persecute you, and shall say all manner 
of evil against you falsely, for my sake 
(Golden Text). An English judge in 
India heard that a certain native, who 
formerly was a wealthy owner of an 
indigo farm, had confessed Christ, and 
was cast out of his home and deprived 
of all his possessions. “Let him come 
to me,” said the judge, “and if he is a 
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trye. Christian, he. will not mind work- 
ing as the attendant-bearer of my little 
son.” -So Nordubur came. One eve- 
ning at household prayers, the judge 
read from the English New Testament, 
“Every one that hath forsaken houses, 
or -brethren, . . . or wife, or children, or 
lands, for my name’s sake, shall receive 
an hundredfold.” He thought a moment, 
and said, “Now, none of us has done this 
except one—Nordubur.” He looked 
straight at the bearer and asked: “Will 
you tell us? Does this verse speak the 
truth?” Quietly Nordubur spoke. “I 
have not much possessions now,” he con- 
fessed, “but I do have a new peace and 
joy. Christ says He gives a hundredfold. 
I know He gives a thousandfold.”—From 
Secret Place. Sent by Martha Oaks- 
ford, Gloversville, N. Y. 


A Coolie’s Lesson on Persecution.— 
Blessed are ye, when men shall revile 
you, and persecute you, and shall say 
all manner of evil against you falsely, 
for my sake (Golden Text), A lovely 
story is told by Mrs. R. J. Richardson, 
a missionary refugee from China. When 
traveling with two little children, she 
was examined by a Japanese soldier 
whose rude handling of her person pro- 
voked her protest. This was answered 
by a harsh slap on her face, which stun- 
ned her mentally and physically. She 
was finally released and got into her 
ricksha and drove off. “As we passed 
through a little lane, seeing nobody in 
sight, I gave vent to my feelings and be- 
gan to sob. I could not help it. When 
the ricksha coolie heard me crying, he 
turned around and said, ‘Don’t cry, 
lady. Blessed are those that are per- 
secuted for righteousness’ sake.’ This 
humble servant of the Lord, a perfect 
stranger to me, was being used of the 
Lord to bring to me a message of com- 
fort and to give me a thought that would 
overcome all feeling of resentment.”— 
From. Religious Survey in The Sunday 
School Times. Sent by Mrs. S. Otis Roe, 
Lynn, Mass.; and Mrs. Robert. Vining, 
Piedmont, W. Va. 


Of More Value Than Occupation.— 
The sabbath was made for man (Mark 
2:27).- On a tombstone in a French cem- 
etery is the epitaph, “He was born a man 
and died a grocer.” He had permitted 
his business to murder his manhood. His 
soul had become so swallowed in busi- 
ness that he forgot that he was a man 
and remembered only that he was a 
grocer. The Sabbath is intended to re- 
mind us that we are greater than our 
ocecupation.—From the United Presbyte- 
rian. Sent by B. M. Dobbin, Tingley, 
Towa. 

Checking Criticism—That they might 
accuse him (3:2). We live in a day 
when man is criticizing God’s- Word 
Modernism is emasculating it; modern 


cults are perverting it, and the world is. 


neglecting it. Dr. W. H. Griffith Thomas 
once said that the word “discerner” (Heb. 
4:12), in the Greek, should be trans- 


lated “critic,” —“a critic of the thoughts 
and intents of the heart,” and he added, 
“It is the only place in the Bible where the 
word ‘critic’ is found, and you notice it 
is the Word criticizing us, and if we 
allowed the Word of God to criticize us 
a little more, we would criticize it a 
great deal less..—From The Sunday 
School Times. Sent by Mrs. M. Watts, 
Fetcham, Surrey, Eng. 


No More a Cumberer.—He saith unto 
the man, Stretch forth thine hand. And 
he stretched it out: and his hand was 
restored whole as the other (v. 5). 


Praise God ! Praise God ! Give me my tools 
again ! . 

Oh, let me grasp a hammer and a saw! 

Bring me a nail and any piece of wood. 

Come see me shut my hand and open it, 

And watch my nimble fingers twirl a ring. 


I am a man again, a man for work, 

A man for earning bread and clothes and 
home; 

A man, and not a useless hold-the-hand; 

A man, no more a bandaged cumberer. 


Oh! blessed Sabbath of all Sabbath days! 
And did you hear them muttering at Him? 
And did you see them looking sour at me? 
They'll cast me from the synagogue, 
perchance, 
But let them: I've a hand, a hand, a hand! 
And, dear wife, to think Me goes about 
So quietly, and does such things as this, 
Making poor half-men whole, in hand and 
foot, 
In eye and ear and witless maniac mind, 
To get such praise as that! Well, here’s 
a hand, 
A strong, true hand that now is wholly His, 
To work or fight for Him, or what He will; 
For He has been the hand of God to me. 


—From Amos R. Wells, in The Sunday . 


School Times. Sent by E. M. James, To- 
ronto, Can. 


From the Sufferer’s Viewpoint.—And 
he stretched it out (v. 5). George M. 
Mackie, in an article in THe Sunpay 
ScHoo.t Times, told the following: Some 
time ago when studying this incident 
(Mark 3:1-5) in the Hebrew New Testa- 
ment with a class of Jewish schoolboys, 
I asked them what they thought about 
Christ’s action. One boy said that as 
the man’s infirmity had likely been of 
long standing, he could easily have 
waited one day more. Another said it 
would have saved trouble if Jesus had 
deferred the cure until the next day. 
A third maintained that there had been 
no infringement of the Sabbath law be- 
cause the act of healing had not in- 
volved any manual operation. Finally 
the discussion was broken up by the 
question of a blind boy of the class— 
What would you have preferred if you 
had had the withered hand?—From the 
King’s Business. Sent by Harold Shelly, 
Quakertown, Pa. Prize illustration. 


Please pray for the staff of The Sun- 
day School Times and Christian Youth, 
. in all departments; for the writers of 
lesson articles, and other contributors; 
and for God’s blessing upon the contents 
of the two papers. 
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The Reverend 
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—world-known Bible expositor and teacher = 
as Executive Vice President and Director of 
all Bible teaching in radio and Bible confer- 
ences of the 


John Brown Schools 


Accredited ¢© © © Evangelistic 
Highest Academic Standards 


JOHN BROWN UNIVERSITY .. 
Siloam Springs, Arkansas. 
America’s First University of Vo- 
cational Specialization. 

BROWN MILITARY ACADEMY. 
San Diego, California. 
Only Honor Military Academy in 
California. 


BROWN SCHOOL FOR GIRIS.. 


Glendora, California. 
The Beauty Spot of the West. 


BROWN ACADEMY .... . 
Siloam Springs, Arkansas. 
All High School Grades. 


BROWN JUNIOR SCHOOL... . 
Sulphur Springs, Arkansas 
First Through Sixth Grades, 
tt *& * 
The Brown Schools —with no 
Government contracts—are filled! 


For more complete information re- 
pales. Seve. these fine Po emeg write the 


JOHN E. Brown, President, 
Siloam Springs, Arkansas. 


“Training Youth To Live” 






































10 (10) 





GOD REVEALS IT, 
SATAN KNOWS IT, 
HITLER DOES IT! 


WHERE DO YOU STAND? 


E mean God’s irrevocable in- 
structions with regard to world 
missions--“To the Jew First.’’ The 
devil believes this, brother, and, to- 
pa with Hitler, practices it! For 
as not the Jew been always first in 
every explosion of world hate? Is it 
not upon the Jew that the devil has 
ever concentrated his fiercest fires? 
When the Pharaohs sought slave 
labor for the rearing of their pyra- 
mids, ‘‘To the Jew First’? was the 
passion which possessed their 
wicked souls. ‘*To the Jew First’’ 
likewise possessed the soul and body 
of such an archfiend as Haman. 


Callous indeed must he be who in 
the face of an Israel going through 
such hellish ny as she has never 
known in all her long dark years of 
torture will still deny the Gospel 
ministry “‘To the Jew First’! If 
the world has put the Jew first in 
its scheme of hate and destruction, 
then in the name of all justice 
where should the church put the Jew 
in her scheme of love and Gospel 
ministry? Ever eternally fixed, 
whether you accept it or not, dear 
reader, stands God’s order, ‘*To the 
Jew First.” 


We are astride the world, at grips 
with the most gigantic tasks that 
ever a Jewish Mission Society faced. 
If ever the Macedonian cry needed 
to be shouted out, itisnow. In our 
own country, across the seven seas, 
in the lands of Nazi oppression, in 
the land of Arab hate, almost 
wherever the sun shines, this mis- 
sion of yours is trumpeting the call 
to the last remnant of Israel for the 
final shout which we all await with 
bated breath. 


Your fellowship in this God-given 
task will prove rich beyond compare. 
“THE CHOSEN PEOPLE,” lov- 
ed by Bible students for its helpful 
information on Prophecy and the 
Jews, is sent to contributors. 


MAY WE HEAR FROM YOU? 
Dear Friends: 


Here i ffering “To the Jew First.” 
| the Lord bless this gift for aaa a 4 
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AMERICAN BOARD OF MISSIONS 
TO THE JEWS, INC. 

27 Throop Avenue Brooklyn6, N. Y. 


| 89 King William Street 
| Hamilton, Ontario - - - Canada 
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Forfunior Teachers 
- By Ruth E. Dow 


| yng to last week’s Golden Text on 
the blackboard, and encourage 
pupil-comment on their own work atti- 
tudes during the past week. Include 
Bible. reading among these works. 

Do you sometimes feel that even when 
you are doing your work the best you 
can everyone picks on you? Mother 
won't let you do what you want to do. 
Teacher is cross and always finding fault 
about something or other. Boys and 
girls make fun of you because you help 
an aged person or refuse to go off skat- 
ing instead of coming to church and 
Sunday school. (No doubt any class of 
“live wires” will have plenty of com- 
plaints to contribute !) 

The Lord Jesus had to put up with just 
such unpleasant faultfinding from peo- 
ple in His day. Some of the scribes 
and Pharisees followed Him around, just 
looking for things to criticize and find 
fault about. One day it was because He 
had dinner with bad people whom He 
was leading to a better life. You may 
underline the question the faultfinders 
asked in Mark 2:16. 


Another time it was because His dis- © 


ciples did not fast and seem sad like 
other Jews as part of their religion. 
Again underline their question in verse 
18. 

One Sabbath, as His disciples walked 
along through a field of grain, they 
pulled off some heads, and shelled off 
the outer husks to eat the kernel. 
“They’re threshing and _ harvesting 
grain!” complained the Pharisees. “It 
isn’t right to do that on the Sabbath.” 
In verse 24 underline the criticizing 
question. 

When He cured a man with a lame 
arm on the Sabbath Day, they were very 
angry, and planned how they could get 
a chance to kill Him. Underline 3:2, 6. 

Even His friends called Him crazy. 
Underline what they said in verse 21. 

One time the scribes explained His 
power to cast out devils as being be- 
cause the chief devil, Beelzebub, was in 


_ Him. Underline what they said in verse 


22. 

Yet each time He was criticized, He 
patiently explained why what He did 
was right, and kept on doing it, even if 
others did annoy Him far it. 

You will read these stories this com- 
ing week. Mark these verses in your 
Gospels to show the end of each day’s 
Bible reading: 2:17, 22, 28; 3:6, 12, 21, 30. 

Here are pocket piecés that contain 
helps for unpleasant times when some- 
one finds fault with you, or picks on 
you. Is school one of those places? Here 
is a verse to use when the teacher seems 
cross. (Show a disk of white cardboard 
with the words of 1 Peter 2:18 written 
on it spirally in small letters: “Servants, 
be subject to your masters with all fear; 
not only to the good and gentle, but also 
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to the froward.” Allow some of the 
children to “unwind” the verse from the 
cardboard, or the verse may be found in 
Bibles. Explain “froward” as “cross.” Al- 
though you aren’t slaves to your teachers, 
I feel sure Peter would insist on your 
giving respectful obedience to them. The 
other side of this same pocket piece is 
for use when you are being punished. 
It works both when you deserve pun- 
ishment and when you do not. “What 
glory is it, if, when ye be buffeted for 
your faults, ye shall take it patiently? 
but if, when ye do well, and suffer for 
it, ye take it patiently, this is acceptable 
with God” (1 Pet. 2:20). “Buffeted” 
means “punished.” 

Here is a second help, for use when 
other boys and girls make fun of ‘you 
for being a Christian or doing the things 
a Christian should do. One side has 
the Lord’s own words: “Blessed are ye, 
when men shall revile you, and perse- 
cute you, and shall say all manner of 
evil against you falsely, for my sake” 
(Matt. 5:11, Golden Text); and the other, 
“It is better, if the will of God be so, 
that ye suffer for well doing, than for 
evil doing” (1 Pet. 3:17). The children 
may make pocket pieces of their own. 


- Explain that the help comes only when 


the verses are in the heart and life, not 
merely in the pocket. Leave the Golden 
Text on the blackboard. 


Bucksport, MAINE. 
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For Primary Teachers 
By Ethel S. Low 


Topay’s SUGGESTION 


6¢T)O I have to go to Sunday’ school? 
My teacher talks all the time. I 
never get a chance to say a word. I'd 
like to talk a little bit once in awhile.” 
Are you a teacher who talks all the 
time? The children need a fair chance 
to speak. No child is going to be inter- 
ested in the continuous talk of any 
teacher. Let them tell you some things. 
I don’t mean to let them talk all the 
time, nor all talk at once. There should 
be no disorder, but the teacher should 
draw the children into the lesson, so 
they will feel that they are having a 
part in it. Plan your lesson so that 
there will be questions to ask the chil- 
dren, and then wait for their answers. 


Topay’s Lesson 


1. Persons in this lesson. 
Jesus Christ, a man with a withered 
hand, the disciples, the Pharisees. 
2. The lesson story. 

The story of a Sabbath Day in the 

earthly life of our Lord, 

We see the Lord and the disciples com- 
ing along the road leading into Caper-. 
naum. They take a short cut through 
the grain fields, and as they walk, the 
disciples pick some of the grain and eat 
it. The Pharisees, always on the watch 
for a chance to find fault with the Lord 
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Jesus, speaks up at once, and accuse 
them of breaking the law in regard to 
the Sabbath. The Lord rebukes them, 
and continues on His way to the syna- 
gogue, where there was a man with a 
withered hand. The Pharisees, still fol- 
lowing along, looking for faults, watched 
to see if He would heal this man on the 
Sabbath Day. The Lord knew their 
hearts, and He said to the man with the 
withered hand, “Stand forth.” 

Then He turned to them and asked, 
“Is it lawful to do good on the sabbath 
days, or to do evil? to save life, or to 
kill?” 

They could not answer. 
healed the withered hand. 

The Pharisees went out to plan how 
they could destroy Him, with a hatred 
which came to a climax when they 
turned Him over to the Romans to be 
crucified. 

Jesus Christ knew their hatred, but 
He went on about His Father’s business 
day by day. What a lesson for us Chris- 
tians! We are so easily turned away 
from: our duty by criticism or hatred. 
It is hard to go on serenely in the face 
of these things, but we can do it through 
the power of the Lord Jesus Christ in 
our lives. This lesson can be taught to 
the children in our classes. They are 
going to meet scorn and ridicule and 
criticism if they are Christians, and very 
early they must learn to trust the Lord 
and go ahead in the way of the Lord. 

One of the stories of such heroism 
which has come to us in these last years 
is that of the boys in some of the Chris- 
tian schools in Korea, or Chosen, so ter- 
ribly persecuted by the Japanese officials 
because they would not worship the Em- 
peror, bowing to the heathen shrines. 
You can tell the children how these 
boys refused to worship any but God, 
and suffered imprisonment, and torture; 
and some were put to death; yet the 
others continue to stand true to their 
faith in God. I wonder how our chil- 
dren would face such a test. Ask them 
what they would do if they were com- 
manded to worship an idol, or go to 
jail. It is something for all of us to 
think about. Would we stand true? 

Jesus Christ never wavered from the 
path His Father had given Him. We 
should follow Him just as faithfully as 
He followed His Father’s will. Are we 
following Him, or going our own way? 

Mopesto, CALIF. 

we 


This Week's Questions Answered 


(The questions are on page 7) 


1. Because He asked the questions in such 
a@ masterful way that whether they an- 
swered one way or the other Gey brought 
accusation on themselves. 

2. His full deity, for the Sabbath law was 
given by God Himself. 

3. Because they were of the “father the 
devil” (John 8:44). 


4. The New Testament Epistles. 


Then He 


5. “Yea, and all that will live godly in 
Christ Jesus shall suffer persecution” (2 
Tim. 3:12). 


6. To rely entirely upon.theayWord of God 
in order to answer those who oppose the 
truth. 


7. An acknowledgment of our sinfulness 
and our inability to do anything of our- 
selves to merit His mercy. 


8. The one expects blessing because of 
what he does; the other is content to rest 
upon what Christ has done. 


My Class of Girls 
By Beatrice E. Borchardt 
Dorne RIGHT IN THE Face or Criticism 


HRIST understood the foundation of 

the criticism directed toward Him, 
and understanding, He couid give wise, 
firm explanations, and not fee! bitter 
or crushed by these attacks. Criticism 
may hurt the feelings, reputation, or 
the cause for which a leader works until 
it becomes impossible for that leader to 
continue efficient service. Criticism 
never stopped Christ! Certainly He 
must have been hurt when people re- 
jected Him, since He wanted the love 
and loyalty of everyone, not alone to 
satisfy the longings of His own heart, 
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but because loyalty to Him was neces- 
sary for the best interests of each in- 
dividual. Yet Christ did not become 
morbid and introspective, as we often 
do, wondering whether He might pos- 
sibly have done something wrong after 
all. He viewed criticism objectively and 
tried to help His critics understand why 
they themselves were wrong. If they 
would not or could not believe, He did 
not stop serving. He went courageously 
forward. 

What were the subjects of criticism 
directed toward Christ? (Mark 2:15 to 
3:35.) Note the questions of critics, the 
answers of the Lord Jesus, and consider 
similar situations which might confront 
your girls. 

Q.—Why do you associate with these 
people? (2:16.) 


A—To help them (v. 17). 


Comparison.—A young girl, of course, 
should not associate with anyone whose 
character would have a tendency to in- 
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jure her. Howéver, groups of Christian 
girls can help -to lift the standards of 
others. Even’@né girl, standing for the 
right, often“ helps to encourage weaker 
ones. No leader of girls, though, should 
ever hesitate to give a helping hand to 
one who is in need, or who has been 
cast down. 

Q.—Why do you not fast? (v. 18.) 

A.—There is no need now for fasting 
(vs. 19, 20). 

Comparison.—Outward customs are 
not as important as the attitudes of the 
heart (1 Cor. 10:31). Do what is timely, 
and as God leads. 

Q.—Why gather fvod on the Sabbath? 
(v. 24.) 

A.—This was an emergency, and God 
understands emergencies (v. 25). 

Comparison.—It is more important to 
provide wisely for human well-being 
than to adhere to a rule that interferes 
with necessary living. 

Q.—Why act in an_ unconventional 








in 1944 to help 


Ever attend a Sunday School convention? If 
so, then you know how it can inspire you to 
new effectiveness in evangelizing boys and girls. 
Whether a dozen or a thousand earnest men 
and women come together to talk over Sunda 
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way? (3:2, 3.) This question was inti- 
mated by the shrugging of shoulders 
and uplifted brow, so often employed 
when critics are condemning an. act. 

A.—Is it better to conform to conven- 
tion and let someone suffer, or to go out 
of one’s way to bring help to another? 
(v. 4.) 

Comparison.—When someone needs 
help, physical, material, or in spirit, it 
is wrong to refrain from giving it, even 
at the expense of personal or group con- 
venience. Does the privilege of helping 
other people come first in your life? 

Q.—Do you think you are acting as a 
man of God should act? (v. 22.) 

A—A wicked person would not long 
seek to correct wickedness, but would 
lend a conscious or unconscious. influ- 
ence in the wrong direction (vs. 23, 26). 

Comparison.—When someone accuses 
you of failing to act like a Christian, 
take the matter to the Lord in prayer. 
Perhaps you were failing Him in some 
respect. Perhaps the critic has a mis- 
taken idea of your true conduct, or of 
what a Christian should be. 

What causes criticism?. How does criti- 
cism hurt the one criticized, the critic, 
and the cause represented? Does criti- 
cism get you down or do you press fear- 
lessly forward with Christ’s guidance? 
How should a Christian face critics? 

Do not fear critics; do not envy them; 
do not be angry with them. 

Trust and delight in the Lord; do good; 
surrender to Him; rest upon His prom- 
ises, and wait for Him to make full ad- 
justment of your difficulties. Critics 
“shall be cut off: but those that wait 
upon the Lord, they shall inherit the 
earth” (Psa: 3711-9). 

The next time you have to face unjust 
criticism turn to Psalms 27 and 37 for 
advice. 

ALPAUGH, CALIF. 


Say, Fellows,— 
Wade C. Smith's Boys’ Class 


AY, fellows, a boy once asked me, 
“Daddy, what would you take for 
your right hand?” “What do you:'mean?” 
I replied. “Well,” he said, “if you could 
unhook it without hurting and just sell 
it to somebody, how much money would 
he have to pay for it?” 

That was a poser. I began to think. 
Réally, how much money would it take 
to buy my right hand? I thought of the 
accident insyrance policy that would pay 
me $5,000 if I should lose it. Certainly 
not: I would not trade it for that, even 
if the accident could be painless. I 
thought of the $10,000 to be paid for 
total disability. No, I would not accept 
that for my right hand. 

True, my right hand has never done 
anything to startle the world, but it is 
mine; God gave it to me, and it is the 
only one I have; and if I should lose it, 
I could never get another. And as I 





























continued to think about it, the price 
began to go up: $25,000, $50,000, $100,00 — 
and as the boy was waiting for his an- 
swer, I said, “Why, son,, I would not 
voluntarily surrender my right hand for 
all the money in the world!” Then he 
opened his eyes wide and said, “Daddy! 
You are rich, aren’t you!” 

That set me to thinking sure enough. 
I had fixed the value (to me) of this 
one member of my body at an almost 
inestimable sum. And there was my left 
hand and all the other factors of my 
physical and mental being yet to be ap- 
praised. Truly, I was embarrassed with 
riches. And what was I doing with it 
all? How was I investing it? Who gave 
these riches to me, and to whom was I 
accountable for such a stewardship? I tell 
you, fellows, it was a shock to make 
such a discovery — and what had I ever 
done to make return or to justify such 
possessions? 








Little Jetts Teach the Lesson 





By Wade C. Smith 
SEESE ANEWERS 19 CATTICS 
3 4 
¢ ~ 7 
¢ ~ 
as wag) 
oo i maak 3:1, / 
. iy" 
#. 
$" bg, 
ray Ne 3 
% al, 
es * 
e* ‘ 
| vs 
ia : a Fue P 
b. S(a-6) i 
de 
o » * 
il ~ 
€ 7~ 
XS (e0) . 
. 6 "a 















THE SUNDAY SCHOOL = ws January 1, 1944 


The hand of the man sitting there in 
the synagogue was withered. It hung 
useless and unused at his gide. But the 
Lord Jesus came along, and put life and 
strength and usefulness)into it, It is a 
challenge to make us think, and to ask 
ourselves, “What am I doing with my 
hand? As the hand is my useful and 
valued servant, am I using it to serve 
the Master, whose servant I am?” 

When you go to bed tonight, pause a 
moment and hold your hand before you. 
Then ask yourself, “What have I done 
with this hand today to honor my Lord, 
the Giver of it? Can it be possible I 
have used it in a way to dishonor Him, 
and disappoint Him?” 

Better still, when you rise tomorrow 
morning, clasp your hands before you, 
and upon your knees ask Him to help 
you use them this day somehow in His 
service and for His glory. You will hear 
Him say to your own heart, “Stretch 
forth thine hand!” and the stretching 
will be in His power and to a real pur- 
pose. 


Avon Park, Fra. 


From the Platform 


By Philip E. Howard 


A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Our Father, 
we thank Thee that our Lord Himself was in- 
finitely more than equal to answering His 
critics. We know that they had no power 
against Him when they came face to face 
with His deep teachings. Those who deal 
with great principles of life and truth find 
in Him a personal fellowship in the hours 
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Are you seeking a daily devotion, for the inner room or for family worship? Why not start 


here on the first day of the New Year: 


Saturday, January 1, 1944, John 1:1-S. In the Beginning. With God there is no 
as with Him there is no end. The mysteries of life all find their solution in Him who is 
the Incarnate Word. He, God’s Son, is the Creator both of animate and inanimate nature. 


He is no creature, but the Creator! 


It is the year’s first bit of quiet meditation based on the daily home readings of the Uniform 


Lessons, appearing every quarter in 
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but because loyalty to Him was neces- 
sary for the best interests of each in- 
dividual. Yet Christ did not become 
morbid and introspective, as we often 
do, wondering whether He might pos- 
sibly have done something wrong after 
all. He viewed criticism objectively and 
tried to help His critics understand why 
they themselves were wrong. If they 
would not or could not believe, He did 
not stop serving. He went courageously 
forward. 

What were the subjects of criticism 
directed toward Christ? (Mark 2:15 to 
3:35.) Note the questions of critics, the 
answers of the Lord Jesus, and consider 
similar situations which might confront 
your girls. 

Q.—Why do you associate with these 
people? (2:16.) 


A—To help them (v. 17). 


Comparison.—A young girl, of course, 
should not associate with anyone whose 
character would have a tendency to in- 


THE SUNDAY SC 
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tro 


jure her. However, groups of Christian 
girls can help-to lift the standards of 
others. Even)®né girl, standing for the 
right, often“ helps to encourage weaker 
ones. No leader of girls, though, should 
ever hesitate to give a helping hand to 
one who is in need, or who has been 
cast down. 

Q.—Why do you not fast? (v. 18.) 

A.—There is no need now for fasting 
(vs. 19, 20). 

Comparison.—Outward customs are 
not as important as the attitudes of the 
heart (1 Cor. 10:31). Do what is timely, 
and as God leads. 

Q.—Why gather food on the Sabbath? 
(v. 24.) 

A.—This was an emergency, and God 
understands emergencies (v. 25). 

Comparison.—It is more important to 
provide wisely for human well-being 
than to adhere to a rule that interferes 
with necessary living. 

Q.—Why act in an _ unconventional 
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Ever attend a Sunday School convention? If 
so, then you know how it can inspire you to 
new effectiveness in evangelizing boys and girls. 
Whether a dozen or a thousand 
and women come together to talk over Sunda 

School problems, everybody benefits—most o' 

all the Sunday Schools represented. 


From the practical leaders thus brought 
together, you will obtain just the ideas you have 
needed in your school. Everybody will go back to 

his separate place with a new challenge, a deeper 
determination to point more youngsters to Christ. 


Plan now for a 1944 Convention 
Call together other Sunday School leaders in 


your town, city or county. 
Appoint committees and get them started at 
least two months ahead of time. We'll be glad 
to help by sending samples of publicity features, 
follow-up letters to build attendance, program 
outlines. Let’s get behind the Sunday School with 
everything we can give it during 1944. Write us 
for the convention plan that has been successful. 
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way? (3:2, 3.) This question was inti- 
mated by the shrugging of shoulders 
and uplifted brow, so often employed 
when critics are condemning an. act, 

A.—Is it better to conform to conven- 
tion and let someone suffer, or to go out 
of one’s way to bring help to another? 
(v. 4.) 

Comparison—When someone needs 
help, physical, material, or in spirit, it 
is wrong to refrain from giving it, even 
at the expense of personal or group con- 
venience. Does the privilege of helping 
other people come first in your life? 

Q.—Do you think you are acting as a 
man of God should act? (v. 22.) 

A—A wicked person would not long 
seek to correct wickedness, but would 
lend a conscious or unconscious. influ- 
ence in the wrong direction (vs. 23, 26). 

Comparison—When someone accuses 
you of failing to act like a Christian, 
take the matter to the Lord in prayer. 
Perhaps you were failing Him in some 
respect. Perhaps the critic has a mis- 
taken idea of your true conduct, or of 
what a Christian should be. 

What causes criticism?. How does criti- 
cism hurt the one criticized, the critic, 
and the cause represented? Does criti- 
cism get you down or do you press fear- 
lessly forward with Christ’s guidance? 
How should a Christian face critics? 

Do not fear critics; do not envy them; 
do not be angry with them. 

Trust and delight in the Lord; do good; 
surrender to Him; rest upon His prom- 
ises, and wait for Him to make full ad- 
justment of your difficulties. Critics 
“shall be cut off: but those that wait 
upon the Lord, they shall inherit the 
earth” (Psa: 3711-9). 

The next time you have to face unjust 
criticism turn to Psalms 27 and 37 for 
advice. 

ALPpauGH, CALIF. 


we 


Say, Fellows,— 
Wade C. Smith's Boys’ Class 


AY, fellows, a boy once asked me, 
“Daddy, what would you take for 
your right hand?” “What do you mean?” 
I replied. “Well,” he said, “if you could 
unhook it without hurting and just sell 
it to somebody, how much money would 
he have to pay for it?” 

That was a poser. I began to think. 
Réally, how much money would it take 
to buy my right hand? I thought of the 
accident insyrance policy that would pay 
me $5,000 if I should lose it. Certainly 
not: I would not trade it for that, even 
if the accident could be painless. I 
thought of the $10,000 to be paid for 
total disability. No, I would not accept 
that for my right hand. 

True, my right hand has never done 
anything to startle the world, but it is 
mine; God gave it to me, and it is the 
only one I have; and if I should lose it, 
I could never get another. And as I 
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continued to think about it, the price 
began to go up: $25,000, $50,000, $100,00 — 
and as the boy was waiting for his an- 
swer, I said, “Why, son,, I would not 
voluntarily surrender my right hand for 
all the money in the world!” Then he 
opened his eyes wide and said, “Daddy! 
You are rich, aren’t you!” 

That set me to thinking sure enough. 
I had fixed the value (to me) of this 
one member of my body at an almost 
inestimable sum. And there was my left 
hand and all the other factors of my 
physical and mental being yet to be ap- 
praised. Truly, I was embarrassed with 
riches. And what was I doing with it 
all? How was I investing it? Who gave 
these riches to me, and to whom was I 
accountable for such a stewardship? I tell 
you, fellows, it was a shock to make 
such a discovery — and what had I ever 
done to make return or to justify such 
possessions? 








Little Jetts Teach the Lesson 
By Wade C. Smith 
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The hand of the man sitting there in 
the synagogue was withered. It hung 
useless and unused at his gide. But the 
Lord Jesus came along, and put life and 
strength and usefulness)into it; It is a 
challenge to make us think, and to ask 
ourselves, “What am I doing with my 
hand? As the hand is my useful and 
valued servant, am I using it to serve 
the Master, whose servant I am?” 

When you go to bed tonight, pause a 
moment and hold your hand before you. 
Then ask yourself, “What have I done 
with this hand today to honor my Lord, 
the Giver of it? Can it be possible I 
have used it in a way to dishonor Him, 
and disappoint Him?” 

Better still, when you rise tomorrow 
morning, clasp your hands before you, 
and upon your knees ask Him to help 
you use them this day somehow in His 
service and for His glory. You will hear 
Him say to your own heart, “Stretch 
forth thine hand!” and the stretching 
will be in His power and to a real pur- 
pose. 


Avon Park, FLA. 


From the Platform 
By Philip E. Howard 


A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Our Father, 
we thank Thee that our Lord Himself was in- 
finitely more than equal to answering His 
critics. We know that they had no power 
against Him when they came face to face 
with His deep teachings. Those who deal 
with great principles of life and truth find 
in Him a personal fellowship in the hours 
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here on the first day of the New Year: 


Saturday, January 1, 1944. Jobn 1:1-S. In the Beginning. With God there is no 
as with Him there is no end. The mysteries of life all find their solution in Him who is 
the Incarnate Word. He, God’s Son, is the Creator both of animate and inanimate nature. 


He is no creature, but the Creator! 


It is the year’s first bit of quiet meditation based on the daily home readings of the Uniform 


Lessons, appearing every quarter in 
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when all men seem against them. Help us 
to be learning from Him every day how to 
be patient and clear in our answers when 
others do not agree to the truth as it is in 
Thy Word. May we not be lacking in skill 
or in directness when those who seek to find 
fault with us are watching us critically. May 
we be bold to declare the truth and to stand 
firmly for it no matter what opposition may 
arise. We ask this in Jesus’ name. Amen, 
After the Lesson.—Have you ever real- 
ized how constantly our Lord Jesus 
faced criticism on the part of those who 
did not, or would not, understand Him? 
His days and nights were given over 
to the defense of the truth. Men around 
Him were so shallow or so perverted 
in their ideas and so bound by tradition 
that He knew how difficult it would be 
for them to see the truth, and He gave 
them many illustrations of what He 
would teach. How far they were from 
appreciating who He was! How con- 
stantly the Jews watched Him to see if 
they could catch Him in His conversation 
or His teaching! Many of us, when we 
listen to a strong truth-declaring ser- 
mon, hear it with the surly and reluc- 
tant mind of one who is merely sitting 
there as a critic of the preacher because 
of some way that we might not like in 
his presentation of the truth. Our Lord 
Jesus led the teaching life, and whether 
He spoke to the woman at the well or to 
a hypocrite who objected to some of His 
teachings, how kind He was, or how 
sharply keen He was to set the truth 
before His hearers! Has He made very 
plain to you something about His Word 
that you have not yet understood? Is 
He giving you grace to keep that Word 
day by day against all the clamor of 
S oeaeneiea 
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unthinking “and ounchristian people 
around you? In this world at war we 
greatly need’-what He may have to say 
to us. Let uS ‘pray. 
PHILADELPHIA. 
we 


The Cross in the Life of the 


Believer 
(Continued from second page) 
Indeed we are to be partakers of the 
divine nature, and the doorway into such 
an experimental participation of the life 


‘ of Christ is through identification — iden- 


tification with Christ in His death and 
resurrection. 

George Wyatt did not find deliver- 
ance by fighting the law or endeavoring 
to please the authorities. He took his 
death-position according to the Govern- 
ment record. He acted on the basis of 
“It is written.” He had died in the per- 
son of his representative. Even so, I, 
too, have a Substitute and Representa- 
tive. He entered a deadly combat and 
died my death. I have been “crucified 
with Christ: nevertheless I live; yet not 
I, but Christ liveth in me” (Gal. 2:20). 
That is a great fact. No amount of strug- 
gling on my part can make it more true. 
I am an actual partaker of Christ, and, 
therefore, of His death and resurrection. 
Christ actually liveth in me. His is a 
life of death to sin and aliveness to God. 
It is mine to yield my all to Him—to 
believe and rejoice and rest “in Christ.” 

An old missionary had long lived a 
defeated Christian life. In his despair 
his eyes fell upon the words, “Christ 
liveth in me.” “What,” he said, “is Christ 
actually living in me?” He jumped up, 
—solid Presbyterian though he was, — 
and danced round and round his table, 
saying, “Christ liveth in me! Christ 
liveth in me!” When he realized that 
he was actually indwelt by the Crucified 
One, he came into blessed emancipation 
from the old self-life. 

The life that is identified with Christ 
will be a life of sufficiency and fullness 
and victory. While it must not be con- 
fused with a life of emotion or of feel- 
ings, it is a life filled with “all joy and 
peace in believing.” .We must learn not 
to live in our feelings. These are often 
misleading. The Lord Jesus said, “Ye 
shall know the truth, and the truth 
shali make you free.” However, the ex- 
perience of a great pioneer of modern 
missions, J. Hudson Taylor, greatly 
illuminates the truth. After months of 
agony and struggle to realize more life, 
holiness, and power in his soul, he came 
in final and utter self-despair to “rest 
upon the Faithful One.” -In a letter to 
his sister he says in part: 

The sweetest part, if one may speak of 
one part being more sweet than another, 
is the rest which full identification with 
Christ brings. I am no longer anxious 
about anything . .. for He, I know, is 
able to carry out His will and His will is 
mine. It makes no matter where He 
places me or how. That is rather for Him 


to consider than for me; for the easiest 
Positions He must give me grace, and in 
the most difficult, His grace is sufficient. 
So, if God place me in great perplexity, 
must He not give me much guidance; in 
positions of great difficulty, much grace; in 
circumstances of great pressure and trial, 
much strength? . .. As to work, mine was 
never so plentiful, so responsible, or so 
difficult; but the weight and strain are all 
gone, His resources are mine, for He is 
mine ... all this springs from the be- 
liever’s oneness with Christ. 
Though I be nothing, I accept 
The uttermost Thou givest, 
One life alone between us now, 
One life—the life Thou livest. 
—Lucy A. Bennett. 


(To be continued) 
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The Young People’s 
Prayer Meeting 
By John W. Lane, Jr. 





Sunday, January 16 


I. Christians in the Early Centuries 
(Acts 8:4-8) 





Topics are copyrighted by the International 
Society of Christian Endeavor, and are used 
by permission, 


HE Book of Acts gives us the in- 
spired history of the early apostolic 
Church. This record is supplemented by 
little gleams that flash out from the Let- 
ters of Paul, Peter, James, and John. 
Five characteristics of the early 
Church stand out as we read the record. 
First, there was unity of heart and pur- 
pose (Acts 4:32a; 2:46; 5:12). This unity 
was not achieved by various individuals 
or groups relinquishing certain convic- 
tions and agreeing on some common 
ground, but by all being filled with the 
Holy Spirit (Acts 2:4; 4:31). They were 
of one heart and purpose because there 
was one Spirit filling and controlling all. 
4 
The second characteristic of the early 
Church was the boldness of its members 
in preaching Christ (Acts 4:29; 5:42; 6: 
7; 8:4). This was a boldness that could 
not be accounted for by early training, 
by education, or by hope of personal 
gain. These men, naturally speaking, 
had everything to lose and nothing to 
gain by preaching Christ. They were 
threatened, beaten, h&miliated, and some 
of them killed because of this fearless- 
ness and boldness. Even their enemies 
marveled, knowing them to be “un- 
learned and ignorant men” (Acts 4:13). 
4 
Another characteristic of the early 
Church was: the close and regular fel- 
lowship of believers in worship, in 
prayer, and in praise (Acts 2:42-47). 
Whenever any of their number ran into 
difficulty with the authorities, believers 
went to prayer and God heard and an- 
swered (Acts 4:23-31; 12:5-17). What 
shackles could not be broken today, and 
what prison doors of sin could not be 
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swung open if a cleansed, Spirit-filled, 
and united church should go to its knees 
in prayer? 


9g 

Still another characteristic of the 
early Church was the oneness of be- 
lievers in stewardship (Acts 2:44, 45; 4: 
32-37). This was not a sort of com- 
munism in which everything belonged 
to the Church, but an individual recog- 
nition that all possessions belonged to 
God and were to be shared, as the occasion 
demanded, with those who had need. It 
was not a compulsory requisitioning of 
property, but a glad and willing sharing 
by those who had possessions, and in 
such proportion as God laid upon their 
hearts, so that none might suffer. What 
difference do you suppose would be felt 
in the finances in your church today 
if every believer gave gladly and will- 
ingly in proportion as God had pros- 
pered him? ye 


Finally, we may see in the early 
Church a real concern for fellow be- 
lievers. The Lord Jesus, you will re- 
member, once pointed out the heartless 
lack of concern on the part of the re- 
ligious leaders of His day. The parable 
of the Good Samaritan showed the priest 
and the Levite passing on unconcerned 
at the plight of the man who had fallen 
among thieves and who was lying 
bruised and helpless by the roadside. But 
in the early Church there was a differ- 
ent attitude (Acts 4:34; 6:1-7; 9:36-39; 
11:27-30;, 2 Cor. 8:1-4). - In many _ in- 
stances those whose concern moved them 
to help their fellow believers were not 
wealthy. They gave out of their own 
poverty and by means of real self-de- 
nial and self-sacrifice. 

ve 

With all of this, the record presents 
to us the early Church not as a group 
of perfect individuais. There was some 
weakness and failure; there was some 
contention and willfulness; and there 
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was some unlove and bitterness. But, 
in the main, the love of. Christ tri- 
umphed in the hearts of these men and 
women causing their lives to be a tell- 
ing witness to the power of the Gospel 
of Christ wherever they went, 
A noble army, men and boys, 
The matron and the maid, 
Around the Saviour’s throne rejoice, 
In robes of light arrayed: 
They climbed the steep ascent of Heaven 
Through peril, toil, and pain: 
O God, to us may grace be given 
To follow in their train. 
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For Family Worship 


By Ernest M. Wadsworth, D.D. 





Daily Bible Readings on the International 
Lessons, issued y the International 


Sunday School Lesson Committee. 


January 10 to January 16 
Mon.—Mark 2:15-17, 
The Question about Feasting. 
PRAYER SuacesTions: “He eateth and 
drinketh with publicans and sinners.” 
Our Lord, who is “the way, the truth, 
and the life,” by word and deed, upset 
many false practices. How wise and 
good He was in doing these things ap- 
pears in verses 18 and 19. He came to 
save sinners, and so He ate and drank 
with them in order to win them to Him- 
self. What unusual efforts do you make 
to bring sinners to the Saviour? Pray 
for Union Gospel Mission, St. Paul, Minn. 
Tues.—Mark 2:18-22, 
The Question about Fasting. 
PRAYER SvucGcesTions: “Can the chil- 
dren of the bridechamber fast, while 
the bridegroom is with them?” Wed- 
dings are not intended to be gloomy af- 
fairs. Fasting at such times would be 
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Well-Known Standard Books 


Sure Word of Prophecy, Bradbury - «+ $17 


Parables and Metaphors, Campbell Morgan - 3.00 
Bible Questions Answered, Pettingill - - 2,00 
Matthew Henry Commentary, 6 volumes 18.00 
Clarke’s C< tary, 6 vol - - 15.00 





J. H. FLEMING, 3152 Columbus Ave., Minneapolis 7, Mina. 


Free Tithing Leaflets 


PREE to any Evangelica! Christian minister, Sunday 
school or missionary superintendent; one copy of 





“God's Loving for Your Financial for each 
family in his congregation, providing he will agree to give 
a talk on Tithing before distribution. Write, stating de- 
nomination and number of leaflets desired, to 


TITHER 710-S Title Insurance Bidg. 
Los Angeles 13, California 
When answering advertisements, tell them 
you saw it in the Times. 








Through the Bible Study 


By Dr. Harlin J. Roper, Pastor 
Scofield Memorial Church 
“I know of no Sunday school course 
that can equal it because it slights no 
part of *s Word. It is truly compre- 
hensive.” — Dr. Carl Armerding 
Samples—15c each; 4 grades 50c. 
Genesis to Revelation, Chapter by Chapter 


Through the Bible Study, 2010 Bryan, Dallas, Texas 


MAKE cHRIST , QHOWN 


Knowledge of His saving grace brought to 

thousands through our Tracts each year. Have 

share in this soul-winning ministry. Here are 

a — ~ keyed to the times, attractive and 

forceful, appealing and convincing. Also Tract Racks, 

Post Cards, Cellophane Sheets, etc. Big assortment. 
Send only 25c. T 


Dept. 
FAITH, PRAYER & TRACT LEAGUE, Muskegon Hts., Mich. 














Wanted for Training 
Christian young men and young women in practical 
Psychiatric nursing. School in beautiful surroundi 
Sal given while learning. rite: 

Dirtctor of Nurses 
Christian Sanatorium Midland Park, N. J. 





KNOW THE FACTS! 


no mistake in — 


Prophecy Mont 


ly for a year. 


uable Bible study publications. 


Box BB, Station Eagie Rock - 








“‘Prophecy Monthly’? Gives Them! 


The Research Staff of the American Prophetic League, Inc., 
gathers dependable information of vital interest to those study- 
- world events in relation to prophecy. The JANUARY. issue 
of its official magazine will lay bare information little known. 


Sample some of the leading articles: 


“Demonism in Relation to Fanaticism,” by J. P. Welliver 
“This Is Modernism,” by Gordon Wright 

“The Jew and Christian Sabbatarians,” H. W. Kellogg 
“What I Know about the Golden Plates,” by Mrs. 
“Palestine Not a British Possession,” by Keith L. Brooks 
“Coming Millennial Blessings for Jerusalem,” by F. H. Wight 


Few Pre-Millennial leaders the world over are without Prophecy Monthly, the 
most unique handbook of current and coming events to be found. You'll make 
ing a dollar bill‘into an envelope right now and ordering 





Dr. Keith L. Brooks, Editor 


C. Vellinga 








pee, FREE if you wish — together with book bulletin describing the League’s 
Vv 


AMERICAN PROPHETIC LEAGUE, INC. 


Los Angeles 41, Calif. 







































































ill You Be a “Spiritual Mother” 
To a Soldier Boy? 


~ Will you help a soldier, sailor, marine, 
coast guardsman, seabee; a Wac, a Wave, 
‘or Spar to have a personal copy of the 
New Testament — to give them that spir- 
itual aid and comfort they so sorely need 
aa they face the perils of war far away 
from home}? : 
You CAN DOTHIS. You can, 
, through the American Bible Society, 
join with thousands of others in carry- 
ing on the great work of your Society 
in distributing the Holy Bible to our 
armed forces, prisoners of war, refu- 
gees, and to distressed and war-weary 
people everywhere. The NEED is 





great. . . . Give your HELP today! 

Do it by a direct gift or through an 
American Bible Society Annuity 
Agreement, a Plan which has never 
failed in the 100 years of its operation. 
You receive an assured income as 
long as you live. At the same time you 
share in the work ,of distributing the 
Bible wherever it is needed. Investigate 
this Plan that enables you both to give 
and receive generously! Learn how it 
ean fit your needs, how it entitles you 
to certain tax exemptions. Send for the 
interesting illustrated booklet “A Gift 
That Lives,” 


AN URGENT! MAIL THIS COUPON TODAY! 







INCOME 











American Bible Society, 
ASSURED Bible House, New York 22, N. Y. 
° (C Please send me, without obligation, your booklet SS-14 
entitled “A Gift That Lives” 
E)I enclose $...... to provide Testaments for our boys. 
; Name . 
; Address. Denomination 
! City. State 
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out of order; Fasting goes with mourn- 
ing. It is useful in its place and is an 
aid to prayer, self-control, and helps 
humility and godliness. Pray for the 
Christian Business Men’s committees in 
the cities of our land. 
Wed.—Mark 2:23+28. 
The Question about the Sabbath. 
Prayer Succestions: “Why do they on 
the sabbath day that which is not law- 
ful?” The Jews who accused the dis- 
ciples of Christ of breaking the Sabbath 
were wrong. Christ explained this to 
them. Sunday rules made for others are 
usually like ourselves—faulty. But let 
us always be careful that our liberty in 
Christ does no damage to Sunday ob- 
servance. The great Gospel opportunities 
and the conscience-awakening influence 
of Sunday are being lost by our loose 
practices on the Lord’s Day. Pray for 
the Gideons of St. Paul, Minn. 
Thurs.—Mark 8:1-6. Healing on the Sabbath. 
Prayer Svuccestions: “They watched 
him, whether he would heal... on the 
sabbath day.” Strange views of the 
Sabbath were entertained by the Jews 
who opposed the Lord. They were too 
rigid, as we of our day are too loose, 
on this matter of one day of rest in 
seven. Our Lord could not please such 
religionists, and so He went right on, 
as we also should, doing right. Pray for 
the Gideons of Chicago. 
Fri.—Mark $:7-12. Recipients of Jesus’ Mercy. 
Prayer Succestions: “He had healed 
many.” While the Lord’s mercy was 
shown to many in distress, only a few 
showed gratitude for His kindnesses. It 
is so still. We are quick to pray for 
help; but very slow to remember all 
His benefits. A grateful heart. pleases 
God more than fine speeches. Pray for 
the Northwestern Theological Seminary 
and Bible School, Minneapolis, Minn. 
Sat.—Mark 3:22-30. 
Blasphemy against the Holy Spirit. 
Prayer Succestions: “He that shall 
blaspheme against the Holy Ghost hath 
never forgiveness.” This unpardonable 
sin was seemingly committed by those 
Jews who said Jesus had an unclean 
spirit. They called Him a devil, and so 
blasphemed the Holy Spirit, by whom 
Christ spoke and did all His wondrous 
works, All who hate Christ are in 
danger of committing the unpardon- 
able sin. Pray for conviction of sin 
to fall upon many in your church and 
community. 
Sun—Mark 3:31-35. Doing ‘the Will of God, 
PrayverR Svuccestions: “Whosoever 





shall do the will of God, the same gj geo 
is my brother, and my sister, and @» == 
mother.” All who habitually love and 7%, © 


keep Christ’s commandments are con- 
sidered as members of His family. 
Spiritual relationship is more impor- 
tant in His sight than that of flesh and 
blood. Is your heart right with God? 
Pray for a sweeping revival of prayer 
throughout the churches of our nation. 








